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TROY A. DOBY 
Secretary 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAY SAFETY 


Governor James E. Holshouser is a dedicated man and 
one who is totally committed to the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation and Highway Safety. Our 
Chief Executive has promised the citizens of this state 
better roads and highways based on merit and not politics. 
He also pledged to wage an open war against traffic deaths 
in this state. The ports of North Carolina and the loss of 
revenue at those facilities also are of major concern to our . 
Governor. 


These were just a few of the items we discussed before | 
agreed to tackle the responsibilities of Secretary of the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation and Highway @ 
Safety. We have made progress over the past year and a 
half but more must be done and it will be done. We now 
have a Board of Transportation and a Secondary Roads ~ 
Council plus committees who are totally dedicated to the 
programs and objectives of this department. They 
represent a geographic cross section of North Carolina. 
Moreover, the members bring diverse backgrounds and 
interests to the Board and Council which affords us a 
balanced statewide exchange of ideas. 


: ’ The major key to our Success is you. It will be up to you 
to carry through the ideas and plans formulated and 
i approved by our Boards. We also want to hear from you. If 
Troy Doby, Secretary you have a thought or a plan that will benefit this 


cue) UES ONE department, tell us and together we will discuss it and if 


feasible put it into operation. The North Carolina 

Department of Transportation and Highway Safety is ateam 

and working together as a team will make the travel ways of 

our state greater ones for all our citizens and visitors. | look 
Photo by Gordon Deans forward to working with you. 


Sincerely, 


ag Mal 


Troy A. Doby @& 
Secretary 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAY SAFETY 


“Get into that kitchen and rattle those pots and pans”’ 
has changed for me to get to that desk and help DOT move 
its program forward. 


Every citizen has an interest in the highways that take 
him back and forth to work, move him or others across the 
State on vacations, and import or export the products that 
they use in their daily living. 


My interest in transportation has grown through the past 
few years and | am fortunate in that! amin a position to help 
do something about the problems that exist. | am not an 
engineer, but then neither are most of you, and | still feel we, 
as average citizens, should help determine the needs of the 
State. My office would like to hear from you regarding this 
and it is my job to see that these needs are carried out. 


The myth that this Department has an unlimited source 
of revenue is incorrect. It is disappointing to know that we 
cannot do everything. We all pay taxes and we all deserve 
‘something’ but we have to learn to stand inline and wait. 
As 1/50th of a great nation, we have always been unselfish 
to our common desire to be fair and make this a great state. 
Governor James E. Holshouser, Secretary Doby, and | all 
want this. 


| want to thank the staff, the Board, the Commissions, 
and Counsels for the help they have been to me since my 
appointment as Deputy Secretary for the Department of 
Transportation and Highway Safety. Let me compliment 
you on the job you have already done and urge us to work 
together towards the common goal of making North 
Carolina the best state in the nation. 


Mrs. Isabel Holmes, Deputy Secretary 
Department of Transportation 


Photo by Bill Jones 


NCSEA — NCSGEA 
MERGER 


n 1970, the North Carolina State Employees 
Association and the North Carolina State 

Government Employees Association approved 
formation of a merger study group known as Carolina 
Association of State Employees (CASE), a 10-member 
body of the two associations consisting of the presidents, 
vice presidents and three members from each group. 

Since then, several meetings have been held each year to 
explore the advantages of merger and to tackle the 
obstacles to possible consolidation. Considerable research 
and study has. gone into the sessions. 


ADVANTAGES 


e Better legislative teamwork and greater representation 
before the General Assembly. And, with the combined 
memberships operating under one name, greater 
recognition from the legislative and executive branches of 
state government. 


e A united, better coordinated headquarters staff, operating 
under one roof. A larger single staff working for state 
employees, with economies realized in building rental, 
utilities and staff facilities. 


e A stronger organization which could present a solid, united 
front against union intrusion into state government. Division 
and factionalism are elements unions thrive upon, hence 
one strong state employee association with a paid 
membership of some 32,000 or more would be a stronger 
force than two. Also, costs of association membership 
would be considerably less than those of a union, yet with 
benefits much greater. 


e An improved publications and public information program, 
which not only could include a much larger and more 
attractive magazine, but an informative newspaper or 
newsletter as well. This way, communication to the 
membership every month. Also, combined publications 
would have a much greater advertising appeal, and more 
income for the association. 


e More attractive group buying programs and a reduction in 
the costs of these programs. 


OBSTACLES 


e Realignment of the dues structure. Currently, the NCSEA 
has a flat membership fee of $10, regardless of employee 
position, where the NCSGEA operates on a graduated basis 
depending on income, from $5 to $30 a year. 


e Revamping of geographical districts. The NCSGEA has 22 
units accross the state, while the NCSEA a lesser number 
of 20 areas. 


e Arrangement of positions of the professional staff, in order 
of line of responsibility and delegation of new or additional 
| duties 


Recently, the boards of the two associations in an 
historical meeting decided a new and stronger thrust was 
needed in looking at the issue, and it was directed that 
CASE begin drawing up a proposed organizational 
framework. 

This is no ‘“‘crash’’ program, no hurry-up job with the 
purpose of pushing members into any hasty decision, but 
rather simply a strengthened informational program to 
better familiarize the memberships with both sides to 
merger and to solicit their feelings about the matter. 

Officials of both associations have pointed out that 
should merger come about, it will not come overnight, and 
it will not come without considerable planning and hard 
work by both associations. Ultimately, whether it be one 
year or three or five, the decision will be up to the respective 
conventions. 


e Changeover or expansion of existing group programs such 
as life insurance, travel, tire, appliance and household and 
yard accessory buying programs, financial accounts, 
normal channels of business activities, etc. 


e Long-standing ties to the existing associations, and a 
reluctance to lose past identities. 


ADVANTAGES 


e More recognition and exposure from the news media. 
Statements and positions from one large organization carry 
more weight and are more newsworthy than those of two 
smaller groups. 


e Elimination of confusion about which association to belong 
to, a problem brought on by reorganization of state 
government. 


@ Elimination of many costly duplicating functions, such as 
legislative expenses, publications budgets, building and 
equipment rentals, transportation costs and other related 
expenses. 


e With the strengthened membership, a stabilizing effect on 
future dues increases, or at least reducing the amount of 
increases needed to carry the association's programs 
forward. 


e Monetary savings in board meetings, unit, chapter and area 
meetings and conventions. 


OBSTACLES 


© Mode of election of association officers, board members 
and regional leaders. 


e Change in the convention format, annual area meeting 
schedule, delegate selection and resolutions process. 


e Assurance of equal representation on boards, committees 
and on all policy-making bodies of both former associations 
under a new association. 


ANOTHER YEAR - 
BY THE PEOPLE, 
FOR THE PEOPLE 


ay was a month for listening for members of the 
Mi Board of Transportation and the DOT’s planning 
Staff. From the west to the east, Board 
members heard pitches, pleas, and proposals from 
citizens, local government officials, and spokesmen for 
Chambers of Commerce. Six public meetings were held 
across North Carolina to receive citizen input for the next 
year to be added to the Governor’s Seven Year Road 
Program. 

A total of 162 separate projects were requested to be 
included in the year’s construction which will be added 
when this year’s construction is completed. A majority 123 
of the proposals were for urban projects. To add all the 
projects that the people needed would cost an estimated 
$881 million. 

Isabel Holmes of Wilmington, who was still on the Board 
back in May (she’s now our new Deputy Secretary), 
presided over the first hearing in Asheville on May 14th. 
She rounded out the series by presiding at the last meeting 
held in Greenville on May 30th. Perrin Anderson, of 
Charlotte, conducted two of the sessions: the Charlotte 
meeting on May 16th and the Greensboro meeting on May 
21st. Senator Jim Garrison handled the meeting held in 
Raleigh on the 23rd. John Murphy, from Fayetteville, 
performed one of his last functions as a Board member by 
handling the Fayetteville meeting on May 28th. 

To those of us familiar with North Carolina’s highways, 
the requested projects were none too surprising: the U.S. 
221 Marion Bypass in the West, I-40 and U.S. 17 in the 
East, U.S. 220 and Corporation Freeway in the Piedmont. 
Many of the projects concerned urban renewal plans in 
some of the cities and towns. There was a plea to replace a 
bridge in Union County along with several complaints about 
logging trucks in Jamesville. 

The requested projects would be more than a year’s 
work — both in time and money. The Board’s Planning 
and Programming Committee will have some paring to do 
prior to asking the Board to approve the most urgent 
projects as a year’s work. We do not envy their task. 


The beams were already locked to the cranes and 
braced when we arrived at the construction Site. 


hand a construction site. The one | went to was the 

|-40 bypass construction around Hickory. The only 
thing unusual about it was that the crews were working 
from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

The construction involved the placement of twelve 
bridge beams forming the platform for an overpass 
crossing U.S. 64 on the south side of Hickory. 

Now, | realize that highway crews erect bridges every 
day, but these particular beams were 8 feet high, 186 feet 
long, and weighed 41 tons a piece. 

The actual placement of the beams involved detouring all 
the U.S. 64-70 traffic down side roads, to enable the 
movement of the beams from a nearby area to the bottom 
of the grade where the bridge was to be located. Two 
cranes were required to move each beam. The two crane 
operators had to be synchronized so that not one inch 
variance occurred in any movement made. Unless they 


R ack in May | had the good fortune to view first 


“YOU COME 
ALL THE WAY 


Photos by Gordon Deans 


were precisely together those 41 tons of steel would come 
crashing to the pavement. 

Arrangements had been made to meet Twelfth Division 
Engineer Horace Jernigan at the construction site at 9:00 
p.m. Detours were to be in place at 9:30 so that the entire 
operation could begin promptly at 10:00. Doug Moss, 
Resident Engineer for the project, said that if the crews 
could begin work at 10:00 p.m. they could possibly have 
two of the beams in place by 6:00 a.m. the next morning. 

The Federal Highway Administration dictated that traffic 
had to be restored on the major route by 6:00 a.m. Working 
at that pace it would take a good solid week to place all 
twelve of the beams. 

As the hour approached, the tension mounted. You 
could hear it in the voices of the crewmen as they talked 
quietly among themselves. Our crews ordinarily wouldn't 
be so tense about a construction project. In this case they 
were justified in being a little nervous. 


FROM RALEIGH...?” 


@ 
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The cranes moved a fraction of an inch at the time 
to the bottom of the hill. The crane-in the middle of 
the picture was holding the bottom side of the 
beam to keep it from tilting. 


This whole operation had been attempted the month 
before. That time something went wrong with the crane or 
the beam or something. The cranes tilted forward too far, 
the beam bounced wildly. One man was on the beam at the 
time, another under it. The two men were seriously injured, 
and the beam was broken. 

It took Carolina Steel of Greensboro amonth to repair the 
bridge beam. The two men had not returned to work at the 
time | was there. The road crews had every reason to be a 
little jumpy as the whole operation was begun again. 

Horace Jernigan loaned me a hardhat, Doug Moss 
brought lots of hot coffee (compliments of his wife), and 
there we stayed until the wee hours of the morning, as the 
first beam went gently into place. 

All twelve beams were installed in the next five days, with 
a minimum of inconvenience to the traffic flow. 

This was my first visit to a highway construction site, 
and | was enthralled. One highlight of the night’s work must 
be recounted. As | stood looking down on U.S. 64-70, one 
of the workers came running across the highway to make a 
Special request. ‘‘If Governor Holshouser comes, can | 
have my picture taken beside him?”’ | told Horace about it 
later . . . He said that they all get so excited when they 
have visitors from Raleigh. Definitely a thrill we should give 
them more often! 


These men waited for over an hour to get the first 
beam seated on its bolts. Ittook mostof the nightto 
get the first beam in place, but things went easier 
after that. 
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71. 1-40 east of Broad Street in Winston-Salem. 


N. C..S TEN MOST 
HEAVILY TRAVELED 
ROADS 


Photos by Charles Jones 


hen you're sitting in bumper to bumper 
Wet at 5:00 in the afternoon, 95 degree heat 
and the temperature’s rising, you think the 
street you're sweltering on is bound to be the most heavily 
traveled piece of pavement in the state. In some cases, you 
may very well be correct. 
According to figures released recently by the DOT, the 
most heavily traveled road in North Carolina last year was 
I-40 east of Broad Street in Winston-Salem. This one 
stretch of road carried an incredible 56,000 vehicles per 
day over the period of a year. Second in line was Downtown 
Boulevard just north of Peace Street in Raleigh, with 
52,000 vehicles per day. 
Pictured are the top four of the ten most heavily traveled 
roads in North Carolina, according to figures compiled over 
a period of the last year. Ted Waters, of the DOT Planning 
and Research Branch, furnished the figures as well as the 
study behind them. Ted said that generally the volumes are 
of the same level as last year, differing from past years 
when the annual growth rate has been as much as five 
percent. Ted attributed the lack of growth this year to the 
gasoline shortage and the resultant increase in the use of 
carpools for work trips. 
The rest of the top ten along with their number of 
vehicles per day are: , 
5. 1-85 west of US 21 in Charlotte; 46,000 vpd 
6. US 19-23 west Asheville bridge in Asheville; 
46,000 vpd 

7. US-70 Crabtree Valley in Raleigh; 45,000 vpd 

8. Independence Blvd. near Hawthorne in Charlotte: 
44 000 vpd 


9. Bragg Blvd. S. of Knox Road in Fayetteville; 43,000 


vpd 
10. US 70-401 near Tryon Road in Raleigh; 41,000 vpd 
N-W Expressway near I-85 in Charlotte; 41,000 vpd 


@ 


2. Downtown Boulevard north of Peace Street in Raleigh. 


3. 1-85 east of U.S. 220 in Greensboro. 


4. U.S. 52 north of I-40 in Winston-Salem. 
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Design Office have received scholarships from the 
Federal Highway Administration and the National 
Highway Institution. The grants are to further their studies 

in the highway technician field. 

W.C. Wilkins, Jr., H.E. Tiller, R.C. Crouse, R.W. 
Braam, and W.A. Tyndall received scholarships in the 
amount of $2500. J.R. Wiggins has received a $5000 
fellowship for further study in highway safety. 

Only twenty scholarships for highway technology were 
available to the Departments of Transportation on a 
nationwide basis. The North Carolina Department of 
Transportation received five of these. Mr. Wiggins was the 
only applicant for the $5000 fellowship from the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation. 

Recipients of the grants will be given educational leave to 
attend a regular nine-month session of college. This means 
that the employees will continue to be paid their regular 
salary during the time they are in school. In return they 
have agreed to return to the Roadway Design Department 
upon completion of their courses and remain with the 
Department for three years. 

Wiggins, Tiller, Crouse, Braam, and Tyndall will all five 
attend North Carolina State University in Raleigh. Mr 
Wilkins will study at the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte. 


S IX employees of the Division of Highways Roadway 


ROADWAY 
DESIGN 
EMPLOYEES 
WIN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 


These six men have brought great honor to the DOT’s 
Division of Highways. In one more way our Department has 
received national recognition for employees’ 
accomplishments. It makes us proud to be able to 
announce such achievements and the Division of 
Highways, particularly the Roadway Design Department, is 
to be commended. 


Bill Wilkins, Jr., Special Investigator in the Utilities 
Section 


Al Tyndall, of the Roadway Design Squad 


Gene Tiller, Assistant Squad Leader 


27 eS) 
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Raymond Crouse, Squad Leader for Roadway 
Design 


Bob Br 


John Wiggins, of the Preliminary Design Squad 


3 ont Photos by Bill Jones 
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Richard Marshall of Cary test drives the Citicar 


Photo By Bill Jones 


WHAT! NO NOISE, NO POLLUTION? 


By Chris Larson 


the streets of Raleigh these days. It has been 

drawing curious stares from other drivers and 
pedestrians as it scoots past making no sound whatsoever. 
It may ultimately be the answer to the energy crisis 
threatening to engulf us and may also free us from those 
polluting, energy consuming vehicles we now drive. ‘‘It’’ is 
an electric car, a silent car running on storage batteries that 
can be recharged overnight by simply plugging it into an 
ordinary 110 volt outlet. It’s called the CitiCar and is being 
sold by a Raleigh firm for about $2800. 

With a cruising speed of 28 miles per hour, the CitiCar is 
not fast enough to venture out onto four lane expressways 
or onto the interstates; but it is ideal for that quick trip to the 
supermarket or laundromat. The CitiCar runs on six storage 
batteries which release enough electrical energy for a 50 
mile run. The car must then rest for about six to eight hours 
while its batteries recharge. A complete charge costs only 


Ties a Strange new box shaped vehicle cruising 
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about twenty cents at today’s rates. 


You may well ask if electric cars don’t end up burning 
just as much fuel as conventional cars, since the electricity 
which electric cars run is produced by huge power plants 
burning regular fuel. However, the power plants burn their 
fuel more efficiently than a conventional car, making an 


electrical car ultimately cheaper to run than a conventional 
car. 


Richard Marshall of Cary was testing the CitiCar when we 
took this picture. We asked him what happens if the 
batteries decide to run down while you're in the middle of 
rush hour traffic. Richard told us that all you have to do is 
let the car rest a few minutes and the batteries will recharge 
themselves enough to get you a few more miles to an 
electrical outlet. Makes you sort of wish conventional cars 
could recharge themselves enough to get you to the service 
Station when you happen to run out of gas. 


Senator James B. Garrison 


Photo by Bill Jones 


One of the most important things the 1974 General 
Assembly accomplished was the reorganization of the 
Department of Transportation to include legislative input 
into its programs. There are currently five members of the 
legislature serving on the Board of Transportation and the 
Secondary Roads Council. There are two senators and two 
representatives on the Board and one senator on the 
Secondary Roads Council. 

Senator James B. Garrison, a graduate of the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, is from Albemarle. He is 
President of South Central Oil Company, Inc., and 
President of J. B. Garrison, Inc., real estate firm. He is also 
on the Board of Directors of the First National Bank. He is 
married to the former Betty Jane Hearne and they have two 
children, Jane 22, and Banks, 24. 

Senator Garrison feels that it is important to have some 
legislators serve on the Transportation Board and that this 
importance will come to light in the 1975 session of the 


The Legislators Speak 


Editor’s Note: 


Beginning with this issue, ‘‘The Legislators 
Speak” will be a regular feature in BYWAYS. We 
invite other members of the General Assembly, 
both inside and outside the DOT, to contribute 
their opinions regarding pending legislation or 
the general operations of the overall department. 
We deeply appreciate Senator Garrison's 
contribution to this issue, and look forward to 
hearing from others. 


General Assembly. ‘‘Prior to having legislators on the 
Board, | feel there was a complete break down of 
communications between the two bodies. | serve on the 
Senate Roads Committee and also on the Appropriations 
Committee. After having served on the Transportation 
Board for one year, | feel that | will be able to inform these 
two committees much better in the 1975 session.”’ 


Senator Garrison went on to say that he plans to work 
hard so that things will run smoothly in the 1975 session 
between the Senate and the Highway Department, because 
we are all working for one goal, to make the state of North 
Carolina a greater state. 


‘‘In Summing up my feelings, | think that one of the most 
important things the legislature did in 1974 is reorganizing 
the Department of Transportation, so that the legislature 
will have some input and insight in the building of roads in 
North Carolina.’’ 


BREAKING A THEFT RING 


Theft Bureau of the Department of Transportation 

have helped crack an automobile theft ring 
Operating in Eastern North Carolina. Roy McCampbell, 
Acting Director of the Enforcement and Theft Bureau, said 
the theft ring had been under investigation by his bureau 
and the FBI for approximately two years. 


Tite investigators from the Enforcement and 


The initial break in the case came in June of 1972 when 
Inspector Garland Beddard of Greenville, stopped a vehicle 
which had been reported stolen in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Subsequent investigations led to the discovery of a theft 
conspiracy. Operation of the theft ring has been traced 
back as far as four years. 


Involving nearly every state along the Eastern Seaboard 
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of the United States, the ring has been described as a 
multi-million dollar operation. Most of the vehicles 
involved were middle-price range, types most plentiful as 
to salvage and availability for thieves. Once the vehicles 
were in North Carolina, serial numbers were transferred 
from wrecked vehicles or altered, sometimes switching 
motors, transmissions, or chassis from stolen cars to 
legitimately acquired vehicles. Once the changes were 
made, the cars were sold on local lots or sent to vehicle 
auctions either in North Carolina or in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and South Carolina. 

Involved in breaking the theft ring were twenty 
investigators from the Department of Transportation and 
twenty men from the FBI. Of the twenty-four persons 
arrested, seventeen were from North Carolina. 


Newsmakers 


Since July first Tar Heel drivers have been able to turn 
right on red traffic lights at many intersections in the State. 
Signs are posted at intersections where right turns on red 
are not allowed. 

“This allows drivers to consider a stop light much the 
same as a Stop sign when they are turning right,’’ said 
Transportation Secretary Troy Doby. ‘‘But it’s not a free 
turn. Drivers must stop, check for traffic and pedestrians 
before turning,’ he said. 

The Department of Transportation surveyed 
intersections on the State’s highway system to determine 
where the new right turn on red should be prohibited. Local 
governments will make the decision on intersections in a 
municipal system. 

The new law was passed by the 1974 General Assembly. 
It makes North Carolina one of 18 states with the right turn 
onred statute. The nearest state with such a law Is Florida. 


NO TURN 


ON RED 


The North Carolina State Employees Association kicked 
off its 1974 membership drive May 1, with a goal of 25,000 
members and an aim of making the NCSEA a stronger voice 
on behalf of state government employees. 

Chairman M.C. Byrun of Salisbury urged all current 
association members to sign up at least one new member, 
saying the additional membership strength could result ina 
more influential voice before the legislature on behalf of 
state employees as well as in non-legislature areas of state 
government. 
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Getting the jump on much of the membership was 
Governor Jim Holshouser who, in a meeting with 
association officials in his office March 20, renewed his 
membership for the coming year. He cited many benefits 
gained for state employees by the association, saying 
they ‘‘have been tangible, the programs have been 
sound and | encourage state employees to join the 
association.’’ 

Last year, the NCSEA had its most successful 
membership drive in history, increasing its ranks by 
approximately 3,500 new members to a record total of 
21,000, making the NCSEA one of the largest state 
employee organizations in the country. 

In addition to the legislative program on behalf of state 
employees and representation before such state bodies as 
the retirement system and personnel board, the NCSEA 
offers members a group-buying program in which a variety 
of items may be purchased at substantial savings. 


Also, the association has its own life insurance program 


and annually sponsors two vacation packages to 
various places in the world, at savings to its members. 


The Azalea to Swannanoa link of Interstate 40 was 
opened to traffic on April 29. The 3.6 mile stretch of 
interstate, from approximately .83 miles east of Azalea to 
1,813 feet east of SR 2740 near Swannanoa, was 
constructed at a cost of $5.3 million. 


John Mills, Staff Engineer for Division 13 of the Division — 


of Highways, said the project was started in August of 
1971. Contractor for the project was McDowell-Purcell, 
Inc., of Nashville, Tennessee. 

Another portion of I-40 currently under construction is 
the Hickory Bypass. This 11.8 mile stretch is scheduled to 
open in late 1975. The most recently completed section of 
the interstate is from the Research Triangle Park to Carter 
Stadium west of Raleigh. The eastern end of I-40 is not yet 
under construction. This consists of sections from west of 
Durham to the Research Triangle Park, from west of 
Raleigh to south of Raleigh, and from south of Raleigh to 
I-95. 

Dave Permar, of the Productivity Control Branch, said 
that right-of-way acquisition on the section of |-40 from 
Black Mountain to Ridgecrest will be reactivated in 
September. It was previously delayed for redesigning. 


from leftto right... John Stallings, Raleigh ... Donald 
Everett, Greensboro... James Hannah, 

Raleigh... Paul Lemons, Greensboro. Back 

Row... Former Secretary Bruce Lentz... Bill 
Hughes, Greensboro... Ben Gibbs, Raleigh... S.L. 
Williams, Raleigh... Harry Long, Equipment 

Unit... Billy Rose, State Highway Administrator. 


These men from the Equipment Maintenance Depots at 
Raleigh and Greensboro will now be known as ‘‘Equipment 
Service Managers’ and in their new roles will be initiating a 
new concept in equipment maintenance which will soon be 
used statewide in the Division of Highways. 

The new equipment service managers have just 
completed extensive training in ‘““MTM”’ or Methods Time 


The Driver’s License law has been amended to eliminate 
both the written and road tests, FOR ANY PERSON 
applying for a renewal of his Operator’s License, 
providing they have not been convicted of a traffic violation 
or received a Prayer for Judgment in connection with a 
traffic violation within the past four (4) years. This law does 
not change the Medical Evaluation Program. Anyone with a 
mental or physical handicap which impairs his ability to 
drive will still be tested. The new law became effective on 
June 1,1974, and expires June 1, 1977. 

Commissioner of Motor Vehicles Boyd Miller 
commented, ‘‘During this 3 year period a study will be 
conducted in an attempt to determine if taking the renewal 
examination plays an important part in highway safety.’’ 


DES}? RENEWAL OF NORTH CAROLINA DRIVER'S LICENSE 


BOTH THE APPLICATION CARD AND THIS COMPLETED FORM MUST BE 
PRESENTED TO THE EXAMINER FOR YOU TO RENEW YOUR LICENSE 


Please answer the following questions: 


North Carolina Driver's License Number __ 


How many miles did you drive last year? —__ _— —— 
Sani APPLICATION FOR NORTH CAROLINA DRIVER'S LICENSE 
EXAMINER 
NUMBER 


EXAMINER NORTH CAROLINA DRIVER'S LICENSE 
STATION NO. TYPE LICENSE NUMBER 
| ORIGINAL | y | RENEWAL DUPLICATE 


weeO RT M 
IMPORTANT: 


(O_ RENEW YOUR LICENSE, PLEASE STUDY 
HE DRI AND TAKI 


BIRTH DATE 
MONTH DAY_YEAR 


JUN.04,1974 


SIGNATURE OF LICENSEE 


SIGNATURE OF COMMISSIONER 


“JOHN H DOE 
RT 7 BOX 408 
-ANYTOWN, N.C. 


THE ABOVE SIGNED APPLICANT STATES THAT THE INFORMATION 
vnire on AFFIDAVIT GIVEN HEREIN IS TRUE. SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TO BEFORE ME APR«22,1974 
tuis carp, OF APPLICANT: tic pay of ___ 197 EXAMINER — NOTARY PUBLIC —C.0 
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Management. They set a normal time length for certain 
repair functions like installing a water pump or changing a 
tire so that their fellow depot employees will have a 
guideline to follow and can gauge their performance 
against the job time criteria. 

Harry Long, head of the equipment unit statewide, says 
that there are several advantages and goals to this new 
maintenance approach . . . the primary goal being to 
increase the efficiency of each equipment depot. Also, with 
men from each depot being trained as Equipment Service 
Managers to initiate the new concept, acceptance of the 
new maintenance approach by depot employees should be 
high. The ultimate aim of the entire program, says Long, is 
to benefit all of the equipment users in state government 
who rent the Division of Highways equipment. 


On April 29 an award was presented to John A. 
Cunningham by former Secretary of Transportation Bruce 
Lentz. The ceremony, held in Charlotte, was to honor Mr. 
Cunningham for serving as chairman of the Governor's 
Aviation Committee and also for his lifelong service to 
aviation in North Carolina. 

Mr. Cunningham is chairman of the Board of Cannon 
Aircraft Sales and Service, Inc. andis also past president of 
that organization. 


Rae F. Watts, an expert with 28 years of experience in 
maritime operations, was named Director of the State Ports 
Authority in May by former Secretary of Transportation 
Bruce Lentz. Watts served as Chief Executive of the Port of 
San Francisco for 10 years, during which time he brought 
that facility from financial difficulty to a profitable 
operation. Watts also has served as General Manager of the 
Terminal Dock and Warehouse Company, Ltd. of 
Vancouver, B.C. and as Assistant General Manager for the 
Portland, Oregon Commission of Public Docks. He has 
also previously served as aconsultant of maritime affairs to 
the Indonesian government. 


HIGHWAY GEOLOGY SYMPOSIUM 


by Poe Cox 


The 25th Annual Highway Geology Symposium was held 
in Raleigh at the Sheraton-Crabtree Inn on May 23 and 24. 
The symposium was jointly sponsored by the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation, North Carolina 
State University, and the Department of Natural and 
Economic Resources. Originally founded to provide a 
forum for engineers and geologists to discuss mutual 
problems, it also promotes a better understanding of each 
field for the other. 

The meeting attracted some 230 engineers, geologists, 


With the support of the STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 
ADVISORY COUNCIL and the SIAC coordinator, Karen 
Dunlap, departmental intern programs are initiating 
Operation on a year-round, open competition basis. An 
estimated 50 positions are available for students to work in 
State Government this fall. Information and applications 
are available from Karen Dunlap, 301 N. Blount St., 
Raleigh, North Carolina, 919-829-5966. 

The internship positions are designed to fit within the 
service-learning ideology so that the student, while 
providing manpower to an agency, will receive exposure to 
his chosen field in State Government. A good percentage of 
students are recruited for full-time employment after 
graduation. Salaries range from $100 to $125 weekly 
depending on the departmental budget and academic credit 
may be obtained by the student if he initiates negotiations 
with a college. 

Departmental staff is invited to call Karen for information 
on the past contributions of students, the objectives of the 
programs, and the procedure for obtaining student 
manpower. 
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And from the Mt. Airy Times: A DOT employee working 
on the I-77 construction close to the Virginia State line 
found something far removed from anything as modern as 
the projected I-77. It was a silver coin, bearing the date 
1770. Investigation proved it to be a Spanish ‘‘piece of - 
eight,’’ used by the colonists before they began minting 
their own money. 

The coin bears the emblem of a couble world globe, the 
pillars of Hercules and the crest of a King Charles. Although 
the coin is 203 years old, Gardner has it polished and as 
shiny as the proverbial ‘‘new money.” 


and allied scientists from 20 states. The program included 
a field trip through parts of the coastal plain, triassic basin, 
and slate belt formations, and a day of technical 
presentations covering a variety of related subjects. Some 
of the papers presented dealt with North Carolina geology, 
subsurface exploration, geology of nuclear plant sites, 
landslides, earth resources technology satellite imagers, 
land use planning, sand drain installations, and lime 
stabilization. 

Highlighting the annual banquet was Billy Rose, State 
Highway Administrator, who spoke on modern 
transportation options. 

A.C. Dodson, State Highway Geologist of the 
Department of Transportation, served as Chairman of the 
Symposium Steering Committee. 
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THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN CAR SIZE 
AND ACCIDENT INJURY 


is only an unpleasant memory for many people, 

now that the long waiting lines at gas stations have 
disappeared. However, for traffic accident researchers, 
who view the problems of the energy crisis differently, the 
long term effects of energy shortages on highway safety is 
still a current issue. 

To help stretch out the reduced supplies of available gas, 
speed limits were lowered across the nation. The 
immediate impact of this measure on traffic accidents has 
been well documented — lower vehicle speeds have 
produced less severe crashes, and consequently, fewer 
and less severe accident-related injuries and deaths. 

A less direct effect of the fuel shortage on traffic injuries 
has been the impact which it has had on the types of cars 
which people are buying. As gasoline became more scarce 
and more expensive, more people have chosen to purchase 
smaller and more economical vehicles. This trend has 
produced a challenging question for researchers — What 
effect will the increased numbers of these smaller vehicles 
have on accident-related injuries and fatalities? 

Recently, Dr. B.J. Campbell, director of the University of 
North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center (HSRC) 
provided some answers to this question in a paper that he 
delivered at the Third International Congress of Automotive 
Safety in San Francisco. The paper contained results of 
current HSRC research on the effectiveness of lap belts in 
five size classes of cars. 

The findings which Dr. Campbell disclosed were: 

1) Driver injury is inversely related to car size. The 


T: energy crisis, which was so severe last winter, 


Safety Consequences 
of the Energy Crisis 


by Frank Roediger 


occupants of larger cars are less seriously injured in 
comparable accidents than the occupants of smaller cars. 

2) Incars of all sizes, the use of lap belts increases the 
protection of the occupants. 

3) Lap belts are more effective as the severity of injury 
increases. Their use reduces all accident-related injuries by 
20 percent and serious and fatal injuries by 30-35 percent. 

-4) Lap belts are even more effective in reducing accident 
fatalities. Their use reduces the overall number of fatal 
injuries by about 70 percent. This figure is slightly higher 
for larger cars and less for smaller models. 

According to Dr. Campbell, ‘Even though many added 
deaths and injuries may be produced by the expected 
transition to smaller cars, the penalty for this transition can 
be greatly offset by the regular use of safety belts.”’ 

Although the main emphasis of Dr. Campbell’s 
presentation was to point out the ways in which safety belts 
can help to counteract the greater injury risk to the 
occupants of smaller cars, he also stresses that they can 
provide a large measure of additional protection for the 
occupants of larger vehicles as well. The HSRC director 
explains, ‘‘The results of our data analyses suggest greater 
benefits from lap belts than had been previously expected. 
In fact, the safety benefits derived from wearing a lap belt 
are as high as the stated estimates for lap belt-shoulder 
harness systems and passive restraints. Perhaps these 
other two safety devices have been similarly 
underestimated in their potential beneficial effects.’’ 

Regardless of car size, occupant restraint systems help 
to reduce the injury and death toll of traffic accidents. 


A scene from North Carolina's newest outdoor 
drama, ‘‘Sword of Peace”’. 


Photo by Bill Jones 


THE TAR HEEL 
TRAVELER 


By Ann Greer 


of North Carolina, a green, forested place that 
looks the same now as it did when Quaker 
settlers first set foot on it. Trees bend in an arch overhead 
and the banks leading up from the roadside are covered 
with honeysuckle. 

The Quakers, in their way, wanted to live peacefully and 
freely on the land, but it was not to be. 

So the people of Alamance County decided the story of 
the settlers’ struggles during the Revolution needed to be 
told. And they decided an outdoor drama titled ‘‘The Sword 
of Peace’ was the best way to tell it. 


S outhern Alamance County is in the rolling Piedmont 
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An outdoor theater seating 850 is being constructed near 
the community of Snow Camp, a few miles south of 
Burlington. Seats and buildings are wooden, and the 
dirt-floored stage is carved out of the woods, complete with 
a large live tree on the set. 

Surveying the construction in progress, general 
manager Jim Toland said: ‘‘We haven't paid a cent for labor 
yet. All the grading for the theater was done by a local man, 
and volunteers from carpentry classes of two nearby high 
schools have done the building’. 

Toland feels this outdoor drama has two special 
attractions. 

| know doggone well we have the best setting possible 
for an outdoor drama’’, he said. ‘‘The drive through the 
countryside is enjoyable and very peaceful for city folk.” 

“Also, the drama itself is intense and on a very human 
scale. The settlers want freedom and peace. But they are 
ruled by the English. Can they have both, or must they 
choose?”’ 

The drama will have a more personal aspect because it 
does not rely on spectacle and production numbers. 
Because of the theater’s smaller size and good acoustics, 
the actors won’t have to use exaggerated techniques. 

Besides grants from the North Carolina General 
Assembly, the American Revolution Bicentennial 
Commission, and various industries, local projects have 
been undertaken to raise part of the $65,000 needed to 
complete the project. 

‘We've raised $15,000 from a fiddlers’ convention, a 
gospel sing, decorative license tags, and lots of suppers,” 
Toland said. ‘‘There are some pretty good cooks in this part 
of the country, you know.”’ 

There will be a resident company of 20 professionals, 
actors and technicians included. The crew will be 
supplemented by 20 community volunteers. 


Costumes are being created by Mrs. Judy Braxton, a 
resident of nearby Spring community who makes replica 
costumes for the National Park Service. One surprise will 
be the absence of uniform gray dress — Quaker dress 
code had not come into existence at this time. 

The drama will be presented July 4 to August 31. The 
Management prefers that seats be reserved. Write ‘‘The 
Sword of Peace’, P.O. Box 535, Snow Camp, North 
Carolina 27349, for tickets. 

The play was written by William Hardy, a professor at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

“The Sword of Peace’ wasn’t developed deliberately 
because of the bicentennial, but we consider it partly a 
bicentennial project,’ Tolson said. ‘‘It’s interesting that 
such a small community has the largest bicentennial 
project in North Carolina.” 

The community doesn’t intend to let their present way of 
life slip away from them. 

“You won't see many changes in and around Snow 
Camp,’ Toland said. ‘‘Maybe a good restaurant and motel 


will be built, but people won’t allow this to become a tourist 
trap.” 


Left to Right - Engineer Dan Ranger, Morris 
Moody, and Tom Ebright, President of the Graham 
County Railroad. 
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STEAM IS KING AGAIN 


By Chris Larson 


heard again in the mountains of western North 

Carolina due, in part, to the efforts of a 
Department of Transportation employee in Robbinsville, 
North Carolina. 

Twenty-seven year old Morris Moedy, a welder for the 
DOT’s 14th Highway Division Equipment Unit in 
Robbinsville, recently devoted some 60 hours of his spare 
time re-welding several parts of a 49-year-old Shay type 
steam engine used to carry passengers on scenic steam 
excursions through the Smoky Mountains. The engine is 
used by the Bear Creek Scenic Railroad, which is part of the 
Graham County Railroad Company located in Robbinsville. 

The Graham County Railroad has existed in Robbinsville 
since 1925 and was originally owned and operated by the 
Bemis Lumber Company of Robbinsville. For many years 
the railroad shipped finished lumber products and other 
freight between Robbinsville and Topton some 12 miles 
away, where the railroad connects with the Southern 
Railway. In 1956 a carpet mill was built in Robbinsville and 
provided more diversity in the railroad’s business. 
However, when the carpet mill closed in 1970, Bemis 
decided to discontinue the railroad’s operations. Then in 
early 1973, Burlington Industries decided to locate a 
furniture factory in the vacant carpet mill building, but said 
it would need rail connections if it was to receive raw 
materials and ship its finished products to market. Bemis 
Lumber Company then sold the railroad to private owners 
and it was reopened. | 

The steam engine, used by the railroad until it closed, 
had been lying unused during the period when the railroad 
was not in business and it was clear to the new Graham 
County Railroad President, Tom Ebright, that the engine 
was going to need a.lot of work before it could be brought 
back to life. That’s when Morris Moody offered his welding 
skills to the railroad to get the engine running again. 


Te whistle of the once mighty steam engine is being 
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Morris had to re-weld several vital parts of the engine so 
that it could again withstand the 190 pounds of pressure 
required to produce steam. Ebright noted that the Federal 
Railroad Administration regulations regarding welding 
done on the few steam engines still operating in the U.S. 
are very demanding but said . . . “‘the welding which 
Morris did for us drew favorable comment from the federal 
Safety inspectors who visit us periodically. They were real 
pleased with the high quality welding which was done by 
Morris and of course, we’re pleased to have Morris’ skill 
here in Graham County to draw on.” 

The DOT’s 14th Highway Division Maintenance Unit in 
Robbinsville has also been cooperating with the railroad in 
other ways besides the welding which was done by Morris 
Moody. Foreman Paul Colvard said that his unit is 
periodically involved with maintaining the roads and grade 
crossings which cross the railroad’s right of way. He said 
that there are twelve crossings in the Robbinsville area 
which are maintained on a regular basis by his unit. 

During the week, the Graham County Railroad operates 
like any other larger railroad, such as the Southern or the 
Seaboard Coast Line, hauling freight back and forth 
between Robbinsville and Topton. Freight operations are 
handled by a diesel locomotive while the services of the 
Shay steam engine are reserved for the Bear Creek Scenic 
Railroad. 

Riding the Bear Creek’s steam excursion train is indeed a 
unique experience. The train leaves Bear Creek Junction 
hourly from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day except 
Monday during the summer and runs weekends only in 
September and October. With a short blast on the steam 
whistle, engineer Dan Ranger adjusts the throttle and the 
engine slowly pulls out of the station and winds its way 
higher and higher into the beautiful Smoky Mountains, 
arriving in due time at a Scenic overlook where passengers 
have an unmatched view of the Nantahala Gorge 1,500 feet 
below. The Bear Creek Scenic Railroad is located right off 
U.S. 129 six miles east of Robbinsville, so no matter when 
you're in the Smokies this summer or fall make it a point to 
return to the days when steam was King by riding this 
unique railroad . . . one of the few remaining steam 
railroads left in the United States today. 


Photos by Chris Larson 


The engine sits patiently waiting for its next run. 


The same bicycle laws are 
still in effect. 


Old road on #1715 - 
dated September 25, 
1920. 
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From the Equipment 
archives... 


Anybody know what it 
means to be “‘tagged’’? 


Witold: 
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An Essex that struck a 
Safety Coach bus, 2 miles 
north of Durham. The pic- 
ture wasn’t dated, but it 
must have been a long 
time ago! 


WHAT’S HAPPENING 


A Statewide News Column for and about DOT Employees 


DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 
RIGHT OF WAY 


Trulah Page retired from the Right of Way 
branch after 30 years of service April 30. We 
wish Trulah a long and happy retirement. 

We welcome B.R. Phillips who transferred 
from our Wilmington Office, and Frank 
Gordon who transferred here from our 
Raleigh Appraisal Section. 

We will miss two employees who resigned 
recently. Jean Byrd resigned to become a 
mother and housewife, and Mary Lou 
Shannon, who has moved to Morganton. 

Carl Acker, H.K. Eades, John A. Homes, 
Jr., Robert H. Shore, and J.P. Rumley 
attended the 20th Annual International 
Educational Seminar of the American Right 
of Way Association in conjunction with 
ASHTO Right of Way Committee in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, June 16 through June 
21. 


ACCOUNTING UNIT- 
FISCAL DEPARTMENT 


Best wishes to John Joyner who is leaving 
the Accounting Unit to become the Director 
of Administration for the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program. 


TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 


Doug Gillis resigned to take a position with 
the City of Charlotte. 

We welcome the following new 
employees: Shirley Barham, Dan Davis, Tom 
Soures, John Wade, and Richard Johnson. 


ROADWAY DESIGN 


Roadway Design welcomes the following 
new employees: David Scheffel, Jr., Robert 
Kaleat, Robert Scoggins, David Clement, 
Jr., and Julie Scarboro. 

Julie Scarboro will be replacing Betty 
Royals. Julie is from Zebulon. She attended 
Appalachian State University for one year, 
then transferred to Peace College for one 
year where she graduated May 11, 1974. 

Summer employees in our department 
include: Thomas McKeel, Carl R.Dawson, 
Jr., Henry V. Liles, Ur., RobertJ. Downs, Ill, 
Jerusalem Bekele, and Brenda McKnight. 

Shie-Shin Wu has returned to our 
department from nine months of educational 
leave. 


EQUIPMENT UNIT 
Best wishes to Virginia Allen and Judith 


Yelverton, who resigned to accept 
employment with the Federal Government. 
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The department welcomes new Stenos, 
Patricia Ann McCullers and Alice J. Hall. 
Also, we welcome temporary summer 
employees, Elaine Barnes, Carroll Blye 
Matthews, and Nancy Carolyn Hinton. 


: 


STRUCTURE DESIGN 


Our department welcomes trainees: Troy 
Peoples, Bill Ellington, Linwood Stone, and 
Schenck Cline, Jr. 

Welcome is also extended to permanent 
employees, Jack Anderson Leonard, Jr., 
Rennie Lovisa, Jr., Dallie Bagwell, and 
Cynthia Davenport Currin; temporary 
employees, Bill Poston, James Robinson, 
Jr., and Ralph Franklin Gordon. 

Employees leaving our department are 
trainees Creech Newsome and Cris Glass. 
Both transferred to other departments in the 
Highway Building. 

Robert Lilley transferred to the Project 
Scheduling Unit and will be assistant director 
of this unit. 

A luncheon honoring C.L. (Charlie) 
Goodwin who retired was held April 30th at 
the K & W Cafeteria in North Hills. Many 
fellow employees gathered to express 
sincere appreciation for Charlie’s 
outstanding work through the years and his 
friendship. He will be greatly missed, but we 
wish the Goodwins a happy retirement. 


PLANNING AND RESEARCH 


The employees of the Planning and 


Research Department gave alunch atK & W ~ 


in North Hills for Jim Prince who is leaving to 
go to Project Control. 

Wedding bells rang for Tommy Asbury on 
June 29th. 

Welcome to our new employees in 
Drafting. We have Kristina Stillman from 
Detroit (originally from Hungary), William 
Petit comes to us from the Air Force, 
Eugene Casey from Johnston County Tech, 
Agnes Helen Thornton is in training for 
middle management, Mary Brayboy from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
Henry Frank Vick was in training with the 
Staff Division Office in Greensboro, and Mike 
Mahan, who was in training in Raleigh, now 
working as a regular employee. 

Judy Sutton who has been a Key Purich 
Operator is moving up to a clerk in the t-affic 
section. She is being replaced by Caroline 
Creech who comes from the Key Pt:nch 
Section on the third floor. 

Sympathy is extended to Glen Nichols 
(Nick) on the loss of his wife, Jo Ann. We 
also extend sympathy to Blanchie Bradley on 
the loss of her ‘“‘Uncle Charlie’. 


PHOTOGRAMMETRY 


Elise Speights was honored by a two-man 
art show sponsored by the Raleigh Fine Arts 
Society. The show was held during the 
month of May at the Olivia Raney Library. 

Barry Frederick became the proud father of 
a girl on May 4. 


The office Spring Golf Tournament was 
held April 26. Jack Matthews and Charlie 
McDonald were the big trophy winners. Phil 
Joyner and Guy Blanton won the booby 
prizes. 

Cecil Hinnant recently spent a week in 
Florida touring and singing gospel songs 
with the Young Christian Quartet. 

E.J. Page, John McDonald, and Chester 
Gray attended the American Society of 
Photogrammetry Convention in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

After eight years one of the department's 
gay divorcees, Joan Hill, became Ms. Ernest 
Jernigan on May 6. 


MATERIALS AND TESTS 


We would like to welcome David A. 
Malinoski who has joined us in our Record 
Testing Section. David hails to us from 
California. That’s a long way from home, 
David, but you shure are gonna like us ‘Tar 
Heels.’ 

D.M. Fernandez is returning to us in the 
Fayetteville Lab on a permanent basis. We 
missed you, and it’s so nice to have you 
back. 

Now we have two lovely young ladies 
working with us this summer. Nice to have 
you around, Sue Wheeler and Cynthia Clark. 

A.P. Shroat of the Fayetteville Lab retired 
on disability June 1st. ‘‘Shroat,’’ as he was 
so well known, was Supervisor of the 
Fayetteville Lab for anumber of years. We all 
hope that improved health and happiness 
find their way to you, ‘‘Shroat.’’ You'll be 
missed so much by all. 


Nice things happening our way. Jerry L. 
Wilder, Division Materials Inspector of 
Division 4, is the composer of the music and 
lyrics of the title song of the album entitled 
“Jesus Is The Way’’. The album was 
recorded by Mega Sounds Studio of 
Nashville, Tenn., by the ‘‘Deacons Four’ 
Quartet. Jerry plays the piano and sings with 
the quartet, along with A.W. Bryant, Robert 
Stallings, and S.G. Strickland. The Quartet 
was also accompanied by the Lewis Brothers 
on drums and guitar. Hope they sell a 
million! 

G.L. Crump, Division Materials Inspector 
of Division 4, passed away April 25th after 29 
years and 9 months service. ‘‘Dick,’’ as he 
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was well known by so many people, will be 
greatly missed. 


DIVISION | 


Best wishes for a long and happy 
retirement are extended to James A. Bess, 
Machine Operator II; Joshua A. Perry, Bridge 
Operator; and R.B. O’Neal, Maintenance 
Foreman Il. 

Welcome to Wayne Burkett who has been 
employed as Parts Manager for the District 
Equipment Shop, and to Joe Brown who has 
been employed recently as Mechanic at the 
District Shop. 

A special welcome is extended to our new 
Division Personnel Officer, R.L. (Bob) Bass, 
who has been with us since the first of May. 
Mr. Bass transferred from Shelby where he 
had been employed approximately eight 
months. He is a graduate of East Carolina 
University and was formerly employed with 
the Employment Security Commission in 
Rocky Mount. Mr. Bass is a native of 
Edenton, and says he is glad to be back in 
this part of the country where the fishing is 
good. 

Mr. Bass replaces Don McDaris who 
accepted employment with the State 
Department of Natural and Economic 
Resources. We wish Mr. McDaris the best of 
luck in his new position. 

Welcome back to Shirley Overton, Steno 
ll, in the Division Office, after an extended 
illness, and to all other employees who have 
been on the sick list. 

We regret very much that it has become 
necessary for Mr. W.H. Hofler, Resident 
Engineer, Wiliamston, and his construction 
personnel to be transferred to Division 2. We 
in Division | will certainly miss being in close 
contact with each of them, and we wish them 
much success in their new location. 


DIVISION II 


Best wishes to William Pappas, Inspector, 
who retired effective May 1, 1974; J.A. 
Simpson, M. O. Il, who retired effective April 
1, 1974; and C.W. Nobles, Maintenance 
Foreman Il, who retired effective February 1, 
1974. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. C.E. 
Woolard on the birth of a girl, Selena Denise, 
on May 24, 1974. Mr. Woolard is an 
Engineering Technician in Construction. 

On May 4, 1974, approximately 150 Right 
of Way personnel from across the state, their 
spouses, and guests, gathered at the Star Hill 
Golf and Country Club at Cape Carteret for the 
13th Annual Right of Way Golf Tournament. 
Sixty-four golfers participated, with the 
Greenville Right of Way branch acting as 
host. Accommodations for those attending 
were made at the Islander Motel and Sandra 
Dee Motel at Emerald Isle. On Saturday 
night, a banquet was enjoyed by all at the 
Islander Restaurant. 


DIVISION IV 


Welcome to Evelyn Hester, Steno II, in the 
Division Office. Evelyn filled the position 
vacated by Rachel Pate who has transferred 
to Traffic Services. 

Vance Wade Boughman and wife, Ann, are 
the proud new parents of a fine baby boy, 
Kevin Wade. Mr. Boughman is an 
Engineering Aide in the Johnston County 
Construction Office. 

We welcome the following employees: 
S.D. Barnes, P.E. Cameron, L.F. Mahiquez, 
and J.C. Herring, Assistant Resident 
Engineer. 

Employees of the Johnston County 
Construction Office presented Fred 
Hettinger, Resident Engineer, a beautiful 
cuff-link set monogrammed in Old English 
for his birthday on May 14th. 

Wayne County Maintenance Department is 
hampered by the absence of Noah Harvey, 
Jr. and Daniel Howard Potter. They are 
recuperating from serious injuries received 
in separate auto accidents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Williams are 
congratulated on the birth of a baby boy. Mr. 
Williams is employed as a Machine Operator 
Il. 

Looking for first rate First Aid Training? 
Then Wayne County Maintenance has just 
what you want. Danny Worrell, Aaron 
Waddell, and Merrill Davis recently 
completed a Multi-Media First Aid 
Instructor's Course and are anxious to get on 
with their training program. 

Rudolph W. Anderson, Grover E. Mitchell, 
and Darris D. Best recently completed the 
Machine Operator’s School in Wilson, and 
will pass on the knowledge they received 
from the school to other employees in the 
county. 

Mr. Clifton Barnes’ home was the scene of 
a big family reunion on May 12. Mr. Barnes 
barbequed five pigs to feed an estimated 400 
friends and relatives, including his 39 
grandchildren. Mr. Barnes is a General Utility 
Man. 

Mr. Jim Berry Smith, a Machine Operator, 
retired on July 1, 1974, after serving with the 
Maintenance Department for 14% years. His 
co-workers wish for him a long and happy 
retirement. 

Best wishes to Leonard Mohorn, who 
retired May 1, 1974, after 43 years of 
service, and to Russell Burnette, who retired 
June 1, 1974, after 44 years of service. 
Fellow employees wish for them many years 
of health and happiness in their retirement. 

Get well wishes are extended to Gilbert 
Wells and to Clifton Hudson. 


Employees attending a Machine 
Operators’ Instructors Course in Wilson in 
May were: D.B. Landen, T.J. Shaw, J.M. 
Bohannon, R.B. Spain, R. Henderson, and 
B.D. Trevatham. 


D.W. Allen, front-end loader operator 
from the Halifax Maintenance Department, 
attended a one-day seminar on front-end 
loader safety, sponsored by the Mining 
Enforcement and Safety Administration, in 
Raleigh. 

H.E. Allen, A.L. Davis, and W.C. Brown 
attended the Multi-Media Red Cross First Aid 
Instructor's Course in Wilson on May 14, 
1974. 


Frank Howard Edwards 
District 2 - Nash County 
Retiree - 44 years service 


DIVISION V 


Division V is happy to welcome Mr. 
George W. Ports, Personnel Director. 

lris Boyd of the Construction Department 
in Durham resigned May 31st. 


DIVISION VIII 


We welcome to the Eighth Division: Betty 
K. Pickett, Jean Kenyon, E.W. Burgett, J.D. 
Byrd, James H. Lineberry, Jr., Porter Frank 
Barker, Kenneth Wade Gray, Ruth Buckner, 
and Teresa West. Clyde Ledbetter is the new 
Assistant District Engineer in Rockingham. 

Employees were saddened by the death of 
A.W. Pugh, Chatham County Maintenance 
Department. Sympathy is extended to Paul 
Tedder of the Randolph County Maintenance 
Department, in the death of his father, W.T. 
Alcon, who retired in 1969 from Randolph 
County Maintenance. 

Martha Ann Morton and Guy Raymond 
Sproles were married on Sunday, May 26. 
Raymond is Assistant District Engineer in the 
Aberdeen District Office. We wish them 
much happiness. 

Employees in the Right of Way 
Department, along with their families, 
enjoyed the Right of Way Unit Annual Golf 
Tournament at Emerald Isle. Fun was had by 
all, but no winners so far as trophies were 
concerned, ‘‘this time’. 

Best wishes for a long and happy 
retirement are extended to: A.C. Dunn, who 
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retired February 1 with 24 years of service; 
R.W. Truelove, who retired February with 32 
years of service; A.E. Wooley, who retired 
June 1 with six years of service; E.E. 
Whitaker, who retired May 1 with nine years 
of service; and C.E. Barrett, who retired May 
1 with 25 years of service. 


Joe Matthews, Engineering Technician Il, 
Sanford Construction Party, retired June 1 
with 25 years’ service. Joe was honored ata 
retirement dinner by his co-workers and 
presented a gift of fishing gear. 


DIVISION IX 


It was good to see Secretary Lentz on May 
30 when he visited our Division Office for the 
purpose of holding a press conference on the 
proposed Corporation Freeway Project. The 
recommended corridor begins on 
Corporation Parkway between 
Clemmonsville Road and Thomasville Road, 
in a southerly direction tying into existing 
US 311 at Old Winston Road. The 
existing US 311 at Old Winston Road. The 
conference was well attended and Secretary 
Lentz did a good presentation. 


Welcome to Sue Joyce who transferred 
from the Equipment Unit where she was 
Typist Il, to become Stokes County 
Maintenance Yard Foreman. This is the first 
time a female has held this position. We're 
sure this position will be a challenge. 

Welcome to new employees: B.J. Taylor, 
Machine Operator |, Forsyth County; and 
Mrs. Ruth B. Garner, Maintenance Yard 
Foreman, Forsyth County. 

Congratulations to C. Flowers, Jr., whose 
position was changed from temporary 
General Utility Man to permanent General 
Utility Man, for Forsyth County Maintenance. 
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Welcome to R.J. Nelson, Highway 
Engineer in Training who transferred to the 
Maintenance Department. 

We will miss A.W. Brim, Maintenance 
Foreman | for Stokes County who retired 
effective April 1, 1974. 


Congratulations to Jo Ann Markland who 
became the first Clerk II in the Traffic 
Services Department. Jo Ann came to work 
May 4 for Mr. A.S. Ogburn, Traffic Services 
Supervisor. 

Mr. Danny Burwell, Division Locating 
Engineer, is getting re-acquainted with 
Division Nine personnel. Mr. Burwell has 
transferred from the Asheville office back to 
Division Nine, where he was assigned before 
moving to Asheville, to replace Mr. Joe 
Dermid who resigned. Congratulations to 


Mr. Burwell on his promotion and welcome. 


back. 
DIVISION XI 


A long and happy retirement is wished for 
Mrs. Cora Lee Greer, Secretary in District II, 
Watauga County, who retired April 1, 1974. 
She had been with the State approximately 
28 years and will be missed by all. 

Congratulations to Chris Roberts, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Roberts, upon receiving 
a four year $5600 Honor Scholarship to 
Pfeiffer College, where he plans to major in 
Christian Education. Chris is graduating 
second in his class of 279 seniors at Hudson 
High in 1974. Chris’ mother, Jeanette, is 
Maintenance Yard Foreman in Caldwell 
County. 

Mr. Ralph Bradshaw, District Engineer for 
District |, has recently been transferred to 
Clinton to assume the duties of District 
Engineer for that area. We are sorry to see 
Ralph leave this Division but wish him the 
best of luck in his new location. 

Mr. E.H. McEntire, Division Engineer, 
takes our best wishes with him as he leaves 
Division Eleven to accept the position of 
Assistant Chief Engineer — Western 
Region, which consists of Division 11, 12, 
13, and 14. Earl’s office will be located in 
Asheville and we wish him the best of luck. 

We would like to welcome Mrs. Marie 
Greene in our District Office in Boone and 
Mrs. Brenda Williams to the Division Office in 
North Wilkesboro. We are happy to have 
them join our staff. 


Congratulations to Mr. Wayne Atkins on 
his appointment to Division Staff Engineer. 
Wayne transferred from the Construction 
Office in Dobson. 

Congratulations to Mr. P.M. West, upon 
his promotion to Area Right of Way 
Negotiator for Divisions 7, 9, and 11. Paul 
has served as Division Right of Way Agent for 
Division 11 for the past several years, and he 
will be missed in that capacity. However, 
since his office is still in North Wilkesboro, 
he can be easily reached. 

Congratulations also are extended to Mr. 
Edgar Wilcox, who has been promoted to 
Division Right of Way Agent for Division 
Eleven, replacing Mr. West. Edgar has been 
a Right of Way Agent in this Division, since 
1965 and everyone looks forward to working 
with him in his new position. 

Congratulations to Troy Absher on his 
promotion to District |. Prior to moving to 
Elkin, Troy held the position of Division Staff 
Engineer. 


DIVISION Xil 


Congratulations to Miss Deborah Edney, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W.G. Edney, on 
her graduation from the Wake Forest 
University. ‘‘Mama’’ Fidelia is Secretary in 
the Division Office. 

Noel J. McGinnis, Construction 
employee, has been on extended sick leave 
due to a spinal operation. 

A happy retirement is wished for Albert 
Lee Garrison, District 1 maintenance 
employee, who retired on disability April 1, 
1974. 

Robert Austell Harrill, known as ‘‘Bob”’ to 
his many friends, retired from DOT in May 
due to his health. Bob began his career under 
former Division Engineer Hugh Noell, having 
also worked under Division Engineers Lewis 
Peck, E.L. Kemper, W.W. Wyke, and K.E. 
Mauney. Bob progressed through the 
construction ranks to the position of 
Assistant Resident Engineer and has 
inspected some of the major projects in the 
Division. Tribute is most certainly due Bob 
for his contributions to the State. 

A most happy retirement is also wished for 
James Nevit Witherspoon, Maintenance 
Foreman II of District |, who retired in April 
on Disability Retirement. These men are to 
be congratulated on their faithful service to 
the Division of Highways. 


DIVISION XIV 


Jeff Price, son of Mr. GeorgeF. Price, who 
is the Maintenance Yard Foreman in Polk 
County, has been elected President of the 
Student Council at Polk Central High School 
for the school year, 1974-75. Jeff also has 
been selected to attend the Governor's 
School in Winston-Salem this summer in the 
academic field of social science. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
From the Commissioner’s Office 


It has come to the attention of this office 
that many of you are not aware of some of the 
activities that are either in process or planned 
in the next few months for the Motor Vehicles 
Building. This newsletter is to make you 
better informed on how these activities 
possibly will affect you. 


The Division of Highways has already 
begun work necessary to widen Tarboro 
Road. The widening of this street will require 
alterations to our parking lot. No parking 
spaces will be lost. Some personnel may be 
inconvenienced by having to park elsewhere 
while these changes are made; but upon 
completion, they will be able to return to their 
Original assigned space. 


There is relief in sight for some of the 
congestion and crowded conditions we are 
now experiencing. A new four story building 
is to be built in front of the existing building 
on the middle grass median between the drive 
through and New Bern Avenue. An enclosed 
passageway will connect it to the present 
building. As many of the trees will be saved 
as possible. Once again, we will not lose any 
parking spaces, but many of you will be 
inconvenienced while construction is in 
process by having to park some other place. 
The present plans call for construction to 
begin next spring and will require 
approximately a year for completion. At this 
time, no definite decision has been made as 
to who will occupy the new building, but 
consideration is being given to moving the 
Driver License Section, Enforcement and 
Theft Bureau, Highway Patrol and the 
Commissioner's Office into the new facility. 
This would then provide space for a 
centralized Data Processing Section for all of 
the Department of Transportation and room 
for expansion by the other functions 
remaining in the present building. 


Cashiers’ Office 


The Cashiers’ Office would like to welcome 
their temporary employees for the summer. 
They are Ty Tyson, Sonja Hinton, and Mark 
Davis. 

Ty, a rising junior in AeroSpace 
Engineering at NCSU, was with us last 
summer. Welcome back, Ty. 

Sonja is attending East Carolina and is a 
sophomore there. She is majoring in Special 
Education. This is an admirable career and 
we wish her the best. 

Mark Davis, a recent graduate of Vaiden 
Whitley High School in Wendell, has picked 
biology as his ‘‘chosen field’ and plans to 
enter a Pennsylvania university in the fall. 

Our best to all of you. 


DMV 
ENFORCEMENT AND THEFT BUREAU 


Congratulations to Jack and Edith Craig, 
proud parents of a baby boy named Jason 
David Craig who was born June 24, 1974. 

Selected Department of Transportation 
employees attended a Bomb Search 
Procedures Seminar in Durham. This 
seminar was conducted by Roy McCampbell, 
Acting Director of the Enforcement and Theft 
Bureau. Assisting with the presentation 
were representatives from State and Federal 
Law Enforcement Agencies. 

An Eastern Seaboard Interstate car theft 
ring was broken up through joint efforts of 
Federal, State, and local law enforcement 
agencies. The investigation was started two 
years ago by an inspector from our bureau. 
This ring was responsible for the theft of 
thousands of dollars worth of automobiles. 

On May 12, 1974, Service Awards were 
given to 52 employees of the Enforcement 
and Theft Bureau. Roy McCampbell delivered 
the awards to those able to attend the Service 
Award Ceremony. Our congratulations to 
those employees who have served the 
Enforcement and Theft Bureau for a total of 
815 years. 

Our Bureau was unfortunate in the loss of 
Captain Frank L. Pierce who died May 17, 
1974. Captain Pierce was not only a great 
leader but a personal friend to all the 
employees and highly respected by the many 
people with whom he had contact. 


PERSONNEL 


We are happy to have Betsy Scarboro and 
Mary Powell assisting with the work load 
during the summer months. This fall, Betsy 
Scarboro plans to attend Peace College, 
while Mary Powell has decided on N. C. 
Central University — both as freshmen. 

We welcome Mrs. Jo Bowen to our 
personnel office, who has come to us from 
Enforcement and Theft. 

Congratulations to Miss Marilyn Bryant on 
her recent promotion to personnel assistant. 


REGISTRATION DIVISION 


Congratulations to Carolyn and Jessie 
McConnell on the birth of a daughter, Jessica 
Leanne, on June 21. Carolyn is a typist with 
the Correspondence Unit. 

Best wishes for a long and happy 
retirement to Kiva Tood. Kiva retired in April 
after being with the department for 
twenty-seven years. 

Janet Denise Dupree from Angier was 
married to Danny Wayne Braswell of 
Princeton on April 13. They will reside in 
Raleigh. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Frances M. Tolar 
who retired June 30 after 13 years service. 


We extend to her our appreciation for her 
dedicated service to the Division. 

Janice Daniels has been promoted from 
temporary to permanent status to fill a Clerk | 
position. 

The Inspection Unit welcomes Linda 
Wallace to our office and offers our 
congratulations upon her promotion to Title 
Examiner |. 

The Financial Security Section is very 
happy to have two of its employees enrolled 
in the Grammar Review Course offered by 
Holding Technical Institute and being taught 
for an hour each Tuesday and Thursday by 
Mrs. Helen Eller at the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. 

Afternoon break on May 28, 1974, was 
party time in the Financial Security Section 
when co-workers honored Pauline Austin 
who retired after fourteen years of service, 
Priscilla Hines who transferred to the For Hire 
Unit after thirteen years with the section, 
Peggy Whitley who resigned to be married on 
June 16, and Mrs. Lou Wood who was 
leaving on maternity leave. 

The Financial Security Section is very 
fortunate to have six college girls to be 
working temporarily during the summer. 
They will be missed when it is time for them 
to return to their respective colleges for the 
fall semester. 

Lou and Edsel Wood proudly announce 
the birth of ason, Wilbert Erick, on June 24. 

Martin K. Shinn, Supervisor of the Filing 
Unit, will be leaving the Department of Motor 
Vehicles on June 30 to accept another 
position. He has been a real asset to the 
Division and we regret his leaving. 


Best wishes for a long and happy 
retirement to Mrs. BlancheaC. Critcher who 
retired June 30. Mrs. Critcher has seven 
years of Service with the Division. 


Paula Jeanette Mitchell, daughter of Leola 
Mitchell who works in the Filing Unit, won the 
Grand Assembly of Rainbow Scholarship on 
June 24. The scholarship is offered by the 
Masons. Paula was one of five selected from 
29 participants over the United States. She 
plans to use her scholarship at the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro this fall. 

Congratulations are in order for John 
“Pat’’ Mitchell who was appointed Director 
of the Registration Division effective June 1. 
He has served as the Assistant Director for 
the past six months. 

Our division would like to express our 
appreciation to Kenneth B. Weaver for the 
fine job he did as Acting Director of the 
division for the last six months. Ken has 
recently returned to his home station in 
Asheville where he is Field Supervisor for the 
Registration Division in charge of the Branch 
License Plate Agencies in that area. 

Congratulations to Jean Lynn who was 
promoted to secretary to the Assistant 
Director. She replaced Helen Strickland who 
was recently promoted to Administrative 
Assistant. 
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TRAFFIC RECORDS DIVISION 


We are happy to have Betty Jean Dunn 
who has recently come to work for Traffic 
Records. 

Best wishes for a long and happy 
retirement to Louise A. Wilson. She worked 
with State government for 14 years. Ten of 
those years with Traffic Records. 

Congratulations to Janie and Hilary Pearce 
on the birth of a baby daughter, Tammy 
Lafaye, on May 13. 

Donya Heath was married on June 15 in 
the First Christian Church in Greenville, N.C. 
The lucky man was Darrell Moore of Raleigh. 

Joy Byrd from Angier, N.C. has been 
added to the Accident Reports Unit for the 
summer months. 

Kathleen Jeffreys received her twenty-five 
year service award necklace. 


TRAFFIC SAFETY EDUCATION 


Once again we are at full strength. Billy 
Ray Parrott fills the driver education 
representative vacancy at Kinston, and 
Donald F. McCorquodale, the opening at 
Sanford. 

Our annual inservice school which was 
held May 28-31 was acombination of the old 
and new. Work took place on standardizing 
procedures in school bus road training and 
new laws of the last General Assembly were 
explained. It was a very outstanding school. 

An awards dinner was held for the . 
Rutherford County school bus drivers in 
May. John Carpenter of Mt. Vernon School 
was honored at the dinner. Mr. Carpenter 
has been driving a school bus for the same 
school for 45 years. He is 65 years old and 
plans to continue driving. No chargeable 
accidents or traffic violations gives him an 
outstanding record. Our sincere 
congratulations to Mr. Carpenter and to all of 
our school bus drivers. 

This Division extends its deepest 
sympathy to Mrs. Janet Hagwood of the 
Banking Commission. Mrs. Hagwood and 
her husband lost three daughters in a fire that 
destroyed their home in Cary. Although Mrs. 
Hagwood is not a member of the Department 
of Transportation, her office is on the third 
floor of the Motor Vehicles Building and she 
is known to many of the employees in the 
building. 

Several counties held school bus rodeos at 
the end of the school year. All reports 
indicate that these events are better each 
year. 

Representatives will be busy during the 
summer producing school bus evacuation 
programs, bicycle programs, special driver 
education training programs, school bus 
driver training programs, and new 
pedestrian programs. 


MO-PEDS 


A New Challenge For Highway Safety 
by Frank Roediger 


ordinary bicycles. They have motors, but they 

cannot match the performance of even the smallest 
motorcycles. In gasoline-hungry France, where they are 
very common, they are known as ‘‘velo-moteurs.’”’ In the 
U.S., if they are known about at all, they are usually 
referred to as ‘‘mo-peds’’ (motor-pedal vehicles). Actually, 
they are nothing more than bicycles with an important 
extra — a small booster engine. 

Mo-peds can either be pedaled or driven. Their top speed 
with the engine is approximately 20 mph. The most 
common type is powered by a friction mechanism. Asmall 
2-cycle engine drives ashort rubber cylinder. If amo-ped is 
to be driven, the cylinder is placed in the ‘‘engaged’”’ 
position on the front tire and its motion is transferred to the 
front wheel. If the mo-ped is to be pedaled, the cylinder is 
disengaged and lifted from contact with the front tire. The 
engine is started and stopped by a switch on the 
handlebars. 

These simple vehicles caused a minor dilemma recently 
for State administrators who determine licensing 
regulations. They had to decide whether mo-peds should 
be classified as motor vehicles or whether they should be 
considered a type of bicycle, and therefore be exempted 
from the provisions which govern the operation of all 
motor vehicles. In April, 1974, the North Carolina General 
Assembly passed legislative measures which established 
that mo-peds are not to be classified as motor vehicles in 
the Tar Heel State. Their operators do not have to 
wear Safety equipment, or have liability insurance. 

The new laws also prohibit persons younger than 16 from 
operating mo-peds on public roads. 

In Europe, mo-peds are a common means of 
transportation, especially for students and blue-collar 
workers. Economy is the chief reason for their popularity. 
Their small engine gets almost 200 miles per gallon of 
fuel — a mixture of gasoline and oil. 

Mo-peds are also sturdy and dependable. Two Austrian 
youths achieved a small measure of notoriety in Europe last 
year for an excursion they made on mo-peds. Using these 
vehicles as their only form of transportation, they 
completed a trek of more than 3000 miles through Algeria, 
Mali, and Niger. The only roads for much of their journey 
were the caravan trails of the Sahara Desert. 

Although the dependability and economic advantages of 
this vehicle may be well documented, considerably less is 
known about its safety record. Virtually no information is 
available on the mo-ped’s performance in the traffic 
situations which exist in the U.S. This makes it difficult to 
estimate what sort of safety records these vehicles will have 
in the States. 


Ten have two wheels, but they are more than 


ate 


The 2-cycle engine, located above the front tire, is 
started and stopped by a switch on the handlebars. 


Photo courtesy Highway Safety Research Center 


The only real basis upon which to make safety 
projections for mo-peds is the safety records of bicycles 
and motorcycles. However, because mo-peds are different 
than both bicycles and motorcycles, the best that this sort 
of comparison can provide is a very general estimation of 
what types of traffic situations will be potentially the most 
dangerous for mo-peds. 

The danger of severe injury on a bicycle comes mostly 
from the possibility of being struck by a car. Accidents 
involving lone bicycles usually do not result in much more 
than relatively minor cuts and scrapes. The hazards of 
motorcycling are somewhat different. Although most 
serious motorcycle accidents are crashes with cars whose 
drivers ‘‘do not see’ the motorcycle, many serious and 
fatal motorcycle accidents do not involve another vehicle. 
The speed capabilities of motorcycles and their relative 
instability as a two-wheel vehicle are factors which 
contribute most heavily to single-vehicle motorcycle 
crashes. Because motorcycles afford very little protection 
to their riders, these higher speed crashes often result in 
serious or fatal injuries. It still remains to be established 
whether the limited speed capabilities of mo-peds will 
expose their riders to this danger. 

As the cost of our persent forms of personal 
transportation becomes more expensive, more people may 
begin to rely on cheaper forms of transportation — 
including mo-peds. As this happens, drivers should be 
especially alert to this expanding highway user class. 
Although other factors also contribute to the hazards of 
operating two-wheel vehicles on the road, motorists who 
are not sufficiently aware of them are still their greatest 
single danger. 


Contributed by Billy Rose, Highway Administrator 


NORTH CAROLINA’S 
PRIORITY PRIMARY 
ROUTES 
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The Board of Transportation made a request for priority 
primary routes totaling 402 miles with an estimated cost of 
$1.236 billion. The request was made as a response to 
legislation, enacted by Congress in the 1973 Federal Aid 
Highway Act, which established the priority primary route 
system. The act also authorized funds for three fiscal years, 
1973-74, 74-75, and 75-76. 

The funds, which have been apportioned to North 
Carolina for these three fiscal years, total approximately 
$13.8 million of federal funds. This program has to be 
matched on a 70-30 basis, so with the state matching funds 
of approximately $6.5 million dollars there is a total of 
$19.8 million available during these three fiscal ‘years. 

North Carolina is in a position at the present time where it 
can obligate the funds for the first two fiscal years, 
1973-74, 74-75. These funds total approximately $6.9 
million dollars of federal funds (to that you would have to 
add 30% of state matching). 

As part of the requirements, when the state made its 
request for priority primary routes it had to list them in 
priority order. 

The Department of Transportation Federal Highway 
Administration has now established a procedure whereby 
the state can proceed with the designation of the priority 
primary routes. Essentially, the process to be followed is 
the state will make the designation which must be approved 
by the Division Engineer of the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

Such a request has not been officially submitted to the 


Federal Highway Administration. | am sure we will want to 


see how we can best utilize the funding that is available for 
this program before we do make such a request. In the 
enactment of the Federal legislation and in the 
congressional history it was referred to as the total mileage 
for the priority primary system nationwide being 
approximately 5% of the federal aid primary system 
nationwide. 

North Carolina voiced objection to this being a 
controlling criterion primarily because our state had 
realigned its federal aid primary system in the early 1960’s 
along with just a few other states. We feel the 5% limitation 
would penalize us, since there are many states who had not 
realigned or streamlined their federal aid primary system. 

As a result of this, the 117 miles that have been allocated 
to North Carolina represents approximately 3% of the 
federal aid primary system. The other 2% of the federal aid 
primary system will not be allocated nationwide to the 
States until such time as all states have realigned or 
Streamlined their federal aid primary system. This 
realignment was a Separate requirement included in the 
1973 Federal Aid Highway Act. 

It is obvious that if the priority primary program is to be 
adequately funded Congress will have to authorize 
substantial additional funds for the priority primary 
program. The Secretary of the United States Department of 
Transportation, in a report to Congress, has recommended 
that the priority primary program be merged with the 


regular federal aid primary program. Until Congress takes 
some action on this recommendation it will continue to be a 
separate program. 

| think, as far as North Carolina is concerned, we would 
not like to see it merged with the regular federal aid highway 
program unless the funding for that program is 
substantially increased and unless certain requirements 
that are presently contained in that program are revised. 

For example, many of our priority primary route sections 
fall within or close to urban areas and under the present 
regulations could not be accomplished as part of the 
regular federal aid primary program. 


Essentially, where we stand today is that North Carolina 
does have 117 miles authorized for its priority primary 
route system. North Carolina knows that it will have during 
the three fiscal years 1974, 1975, and 1976 a total of $19.8 
million for this priority primary program. The Board of 
Transportation will have to make a decision as to where it 
can best use these funds to maximaze the service and fit in 
with the regular Seven Year Highway Improvement 
Program. 

Another point which should be noted is that in making 
our request for the priority primary routes we included a 
number of projects which were already included in our 

(continued on page 30) 


PRIORITY PRIMARY ROUTES — 


TOP PRIORITY GROUP 


Priority Description 
1 Beltline - US 1, Raleigh 
2 Owen Dr. - CBD, Fayetteville 
3 US 52, Winston-Salem to 
Lexington 
4 US 701-421, I-95 to Wilmington 
2 Dawson-McDowell Ext., Raleigh 
6 Industrial Boulevard, Statesville 
rf Outer Belt, Charlotte 
8 Aycock-Freeman Mill, Greensboro 
2 US 321-NC 16, Boone to Charlotte 
10 US 70, Smithfield Bypass 
11 US 311, Winston-Salem to US 220 
12 I-40 Bypass, Winston-Salem 
13 East-West Freeway, Durham 
14 Independence Blvd., Charlotte 
ibs Beaucatcher Freeway, Asheville 
16 US 64, Rocky Mount Bypass 
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Cost 
Route Length Millions 
W 16.5 252 
Y 13.0 36.4 
| 16.8 54.9 
EE 94.3 136.1 
V 2.4 168 
K 4.6 6.8 
UY 56.5 237.3 
Q sal ei 
F 89.7 173.3 
Fu iP Ae: 41.2 
J 31.2 114.9 
H 20.6 114.0 
U 4.3 20.0 
M NS 140.7 
A 4.3 39.8 
CC les 30.9 
402.0 1,236.0 


Seven Year Highway Improvement Program. The primary 
thinking for this was that these were projects on which a lot 
of the work had been done and we Could utilize these 
projects for getting them under way to right of way 
acquisition and to construction if a substantial amount of 
funding was made available for the priority primary system. 
In other words we actually have done all the lead time 
work under one federal aid program and would then 
accomplish the construction under the priority primary 
program; but with the level of funding we presently have we 
are not going to be able to make any major 
accomplishments under the priority primary program. 


We do look upon the priority primary system or routes as 
being vitally needed in North Carolina. These proposed 
routes will supplement the existing interstate system. 

North Carolina did not receive, due to whatever cause, 
the interstate system designation that it should have 
received. As a result of this the citizens of North Carolina 
have not been receiving their fair share or an appropriate 
share of their tax monies that go into the Federal Highway 
Trust Fund. In fact, between 1956-1972 we only received 
an average of about 52 cents out of each dollar that was 
collected or paid into the Federal Highway Trust Fund by 
North Carolina citizens. 


DOT SUPERVISORS 
ATTEND TRAINING 
SESSION 


Thirty supervisors of the Department of Transportation 
attended a two week training session at the Center for 
Continuing Education on the campus of Appalachian State 
University in Boone, North Carolina. 

This group will help form a cadre of instructors for a 
Department of Transportation Management Development 
Program. The training section of Department of 
Transportation personnel will be offering the development 
program in the early fall of 1974. 
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The employees that attended the training sessions are: 


Larry Stroud 


Judson Spence 


James Raeford George Wells 
Ted D. Austin David L. Squires 
Fred Whitesell R. W. Spangler 
Helen Strickland G. T. Phillips 
Christine Bunn Robert Langley 
D. T. Overman L. A. Kelly 

M. C. Adams John Ice 

E. H. McEntire QO. W. Reagan 
David Wheeeler Jim Wofford 

E. J. Butler G. R. Shirley 
D. B. Roberts D. K. Dawson 
Lt. Clay D. Fox J. O. Murphy 
Lt. Jack F. Cardwell B. G. Jenkins 
David King Ron Wolfe 


Dear DOT: 
| want to thank your department’s prompt 
attention to my letter requesting that the 
right-of-way be cleared and a ditch cleaned 
out on a farm | recently bought. Not only did 
clearing the right-of-way improve the farm’s 
appearance, cleaning out the ditch improved 
the drainage. | very much appreciate this 
work being done. 
Thank you again for your kind assistance. 
Yours truly, 
A.B. Davis 
Hobgood, N.C. 


Dear Sir: 
| am writing this letter in my way of 

expressing my appreciation for the 
construction of our driveway in front of our 
house. Thank you for the prompt and 
courteous attention that we received. It was a 
very fine job that you did and we are most 
grateful. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Etheridge 

Franklinton, N.C. 


Dear DOT: 

| noticed in the last issue of the 
“Triskelion’’ that you gave the Travel and 
Promotion Division several plugs. | want you 
to know that we do appreciate it, and it’s 
always a pleasure to provide you with 
editorial copy. Feel free to write about us 
anytime you please. 

Seriously, thanks a lot. We enjoy our 


s whenever we can be helpful. 
James C. Hastings, Director 
Travel and Promotion 
Division 


Qs weer with you and hope you'll call on 


Dear DOT 


Dear Sir: 

We have read with interest the Spring 
Issue of TRISKELION. Two of your pictures 
reminded me of events of the past. 

On page 13 you show a picture of the 
Green River Bridge on I-26 in Henderson 
County. The old bridge was built about 1927 
by the E. A. Wood Construction Company of 
Andrews, North Carolina. Mr. Tom M. 
Strider was the superintendent. 

Neely Cromer, a South Carolinian, was the 
resident engineer. In later years, Neely was 
district engineer at Winston-Salem. 

The concrete pavement coming up the 
mountain on 176 from Saluda and down 
from Hendersonville was completed more 
than a year before the bridge across the 
Green River gorge was completed and open 
to traffic. 

Coming down the mountain from 
Hendersonville, the narrow detour started 
approximately a mile up the mountain from 
the bridge site. Motorists reaching the detour 
signs would look at the dusty or muddy 
detour road turning off to the left and down 
hill thru the forest. They would then gaze 
ahead and see the beautiful new ribbon of 
concrete that lay before them and down the 
mountain side. The Highway Department had 
to replace many detour signs which were 
taken down and destroyed and later even 
substantial blockades were removed so Cars 
could get around them. Drivers would reach 
the bridge construction site and have a 
difficult time turning around on the narrow 
strip of concrete pavement so they could 
drive back up and take the detour. 

Several months went by and it became 
increasingly aggravating to the contractor 
and Neely Cromer to have so many motorists 
ignoring the detour signs. Neely had a large 
sign painted and erected at the detour site 
which proved to be effective. It read as 
follows: ‘‘Unless your automobile has 
registered HARE, and KANGAROO blood, 
you should take the detour, for it’s one hell of 
a leap across the gorge.” 

Incidentally, the old Green River Bridge 
was the last bridge constructed in North 
Carolina by the cableway method. 

Your picture on page 28 showing the first 
State Highway Patrol brings to mind when 
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the group were in training at Fort Macon. At 
the time, Wayne County at Goldsboro had an 
experienced and very fine gentleman as 
Sheriff. The State officials requested him to 
go to Fort Macon and speak to the trainees 
about law enforcement. In so many words, 
the Sheriff advised them: “‘If any of you 
sitting before me cannot be called some very 
bad names, including blankety-blank-blank, 
you should stand up and walk away at this 
moment, for if you intend to be an officer of 
the law, you must be able to take a world of 
abuse.’ 

Sincerely, 

E. F. CRAVEN COMPANY 

F. Duval Craven 


Dear Sir: 

At its meeting on May 7, 1974, Mayor 
Kimbrell and the Board of Aldermen of the 
City of New Bern discussed the plans now 
being consumated to construct Highway 70 
Bypass through New Bern and beyond. This 
is a project which the City of New Bern has 
suported and encouraged for several years 
now. 

Mayor Kimbrell and the Board asked me to 
communicate with you and express to you 
their pleasure and appreciation in the actions 
recently taken by the State Transportation 
Board and personnel of the Division of 
Highways in the awarding of contracts and 
other actions to bring this Highway 70 
Bypass to fruition. 

The City of New Bern has supported this 
work throughout the planning stages in the 
past, and we stand ready to support and 
cooperate in bringing this work to 
completion in the future. Call on us when we 
can assist. 

Sincerely, 
J. C. Outlaw 
City Manager, New Bern 


Feedback 


There have been quite a few changes since the last issue 
of the magazine came out. Vying for first place as the most 
blatant change are the new name (North Carolina BYWAYS) 
and the appearance of the cover, now printed in color. It 
has taken us over a year to get four-color process on the 
cover of our magazine and | hope you are as proud of it as | 
am. 

We have a whole new administration since the last issue. 
Several new people came as a result of the appointment 
of Secretary of Transportation Troy Doby. 

Isabel Holmes is our new Deputy Secretary, and Bob 
Campbell is the Director of the Office of Information 
Services. The Assistant Secretary for Management is now 
Ken Kinard, who moved over from the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, and Bill Caddell, former Chief of Planning, was 
promoted to Assistant Secretary for Planning. 

As for the immediate staff of BYWAYS, we now have a 
Broadcast Specialist, Chris Larson, who came to us from 
WTVD-TV-Channel 11 in Durham. We have a new writer, 
Allen Brock, from whom you will be hearing in our next 
issue. 

As for the magazine, itself, we have anew feature article 
entitled THE LEGISLATORS SPEAK. It is hoped that this will 


give us a lot of input on departmental legislation in the 
General Assembly. Also, beginning with the next issue, we 
will include a message from the Governor. 

Of all the people involved in the switching around, few of 
them are entirely new to the Department of Transportation. 
Both the Secretary and Deputy Secretary have served us in 
good stead on the Board of Transportation. They have 
every intention of making this department the best in State 
Government. They want to make North Carolina's 
transportation systems not only adequate, but above 
average. 

| hope that you are pleased with our new magazine. By 
the way, | forgot one important thing. With gracious thanks 
to our new Secretary for understanding the need and 
somehow finding the money, we can now receive the 
magazine through the mail. We are now able to mail the 
magazines to the home of our employees. We want your 
families to enjoy it, too! 

Please let me hear your thoughts and suggestions, and 
keep me informed on what’s happening. 


Patrice Crawford 
Editor 
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CONSTRUCTION C6, 


This picture of the Yate’s Mill Pond outside of Raleigh was sketched by our staff artist, Robbie Langenburg. The area is 
used by NASA as a relay station for the ERTS program (Earth Resources Technology Satellite). 
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